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THEATRE 
Illinois State Universit'-
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS 
DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE 
presents 
THE 
COUNTRY 
WIFE 
by 
William 
Wycherley 
Directed by 
JERRY WALKER 
Scenic & Property Design by 
JEFFREY ENTWISTLE 
Costume Design by 
MARSHALL B. ANDERSON* 
Lighting Design by 
PATRICIA F. MORAN 
Drarnaturge 
PHYLLIS SCHURINGA* 
Sound Design by 
ANNE LAME 
Technical Direction by 
JEFFREY ENTWISTLE 
WESTHOFF THEATRE 
Nov. 10-12, 15-19 
8:00 p.m. 
19Q!D Season 
*Master of Fine Arts degree candidate. 
THE CAST 
(in order of appearance) 
Mr. Horner, a gentleman about town ................ PETER GARINO* 
Dr. Cureall, a Quack .............................. SCOTTS. JONES 
George, manservant to Mr. Horner ................ FRANK ADDUCCI 
Sir Jaspar Fidget ................................. DOUG VICKERS 
Lady Fidget, his wife ......................... NANCY BOXLEITNER 
Dainty Fidget, his sister ........................... KA TIE SULLIVAN* 
Mr. Harcourt } ANTHONY CESARETTI 
Mr. Dorilant friends of Mr. Horner GUY MOUNT 
Mr. Sparkish KEVIN McCOY 
Mr. Pinchwife ...................................... NEAL LAVINE* 
Margery, his wife .................................. MARY HAGER* 
Alithea, his sister .......................... TRACY GURTATOWSKI 
Lucy, waiting-woman to Alithea .................. LAURA KELLOGG 
Bridget Squeamish .................................. JEANNE LEE 
Old Lady Squeamish ................................ LAURA PULIO 
A Parson ...... . .............. . ... . ....... MICHAEL ROSENDAHL 
SETTING 
The scene is London in 1675 
SYNOPSIS OF SCENES 
ACTI 
Scene 1: Mr. Homer's drawing-room 
Scene 2: Mr. Pinchwife's drawing-room 
Scene 3: An inner room of Pinchwife's house; later the same day 
Scene 4: The New Exchange; that evening 
ACT II 
The following day 
Scene 1: Mr. Pinchwife's drawing-room 
Scene 2: An inner room of Pinchwife's house 
Scene 3: Mr. Homer's drawing-room 
Scene 4: An inner room of Pinchwife's house 
Scene 5: Mr. Homer's drawing-room 
Scene 6: The Piazza of Covent Garden 
Scene 7: Mr. Homer's drawing-room; prepared for company 
There will be one intermission 
THE 
COUNTRY 
WIFE 
Closed by the Puritans in 1642, the English theatres reopened in 
1660 with the restoration of Charles II to the English throne. With a great 
sense of relief, the English people welcomed both their exiled king and the 
return of comic drama to London. 
King Charles II brought with him a taste for witty comedy, and the two 
companies (King's Company and Duke's Company) licensed to present 
plays sought to please the Court. For the first time on the English stage 
women acted female roles, parts formerly assigned to boys. The reaction 
against Puritan repression together with the desire of playgoers to see 
women on the stage led the theatres to feature comedies satirizing mar-
riage and laughing at overly serious attitudes toward sex and love. So it is 
with The Country Wife. 
Many of Wycherley's characters exhibit a sexual freedom familiar in 
Charles ll's court. The leading male character, Horner, has used a quack 
doctor to spread the false rumor of his impotence. Under the guise of 
impotence he can seduce the hypocritical women known as the "Virtuous 
Gang," who indulge in the pleasure of adultery while maintaining a 
reputation for a prudish virtue. 
Meanwhile, Homer's friend Harcourt attempts to persuade Alithea, 
sister-in-law to Margery Pinchwife, that her imminent marriage to the fop 
Sparkish will be disastrous. He woos her in humorously absurd ways, only 
to be rebuffed by her loyalty to Sparkish. While Homer's intrigue with the 
ladies develops, Harcourt demonstrates his truthfulness and trusting love 
to Alithea, who finally sees his worth. 
Wycherley's satire falls heavily on Mr. Pinchwife, the older man who 
marries a young woman from the country and then tries to keep her the 
innocent rustic he married by preventing her enjoyment of the many 
attractions in London. Margery, the young wife, meets Horner despite 
Pinchwife's best efforts and responds willingly to his advances. Her naive 
innocence contrasts with the hypocrisy of the "Virtuous Gang." Her 
honesty and directness almost destroy Homer's ruse. Only the urgent 
need of this society to retain the blinders of deceit silences Margery 
Pinchwife at the play's conclusion. 
Wycherley's dialogue is witty and irreverent. His independent charac-
ters display a cynical distrust of others. Only occasionally in Wycherley's 
world do people break through the facade of hypocrisy and deceit to 
experience a trusting relationship. It is a fictional world that reflects much 
about the real world of upper class life in late seventeenth century London. 
Richard H. Dammers 
Professor of English 
PRODUCTION STAFF 
Stage Manager-Malissa White 
Assistant Director-Tom Reifschneider* 
Assistant Stage Manager-Michael Rosendahl 
Assistant Costume Designer-Kari Beth Rust 
Scenic Artist-Gary Olsen* 
Property Master-Paul W. Krause 
Master Electrician-John Croissant 
Movement Coach-John J. Sipes 
Vocal Work-Douglas Harris 
PRODUCTION CREWS 
Costumes-Lisa Hyncik(head), Paul Anderson, Brian Beach, Kathy Deason, 
Nicholas J. Kelly, Ted Livorsi, Caroline O'Malley, Mark Milkint, Tammy 
Smith, Gregg Zorn 
Set/ Properties-Paul Connolly, Kelly DeFroscia, Jeanne Galvin, Ruth 
Galvin, Patrick Mullaney, Tracey Olmsted, Chuck Quilty 
Lights-Bryan Morris, Kristen Overcash 
Makeup-Diana Dermit, Kim Dermit, David Engel, Vickie McGlothlin, Cindy 
Ojer, Sharon Wold 
Sound- Dan Walczyk 
STUDENT PROMOTION COMMITTEE 
Nancy Boxleitner, Janice Carter, Kim Dermit, Jeff Rodgers 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Sherrie Hoffman Gayle Kassing 
For your information . .. 
CAMERAS AND RECORDING EQUIPMENT are strictly forbidden in the 
theatre. 
LATECOMERS will be seated in the balcony 
TICKET EXCHANGES may be made only by Season Subscribers. Tickets 
must be returned to the Westhoff Box Office at least three days prior to the 
performance. 
SMOKING is allowed only in the lobby and outside the building. 
WHEELCHAIR PATRONS can arrange for special seating when tickets are 
purchased. 
FUND-RAISING PARTIES can be arranged with your organization. For 
information, call Don Lacasse at 438-7314. 
THE UNIVERSITY THEATRE REQUESTS that patrons refrain from leaving 
their seats, talking, or causing any unnecessary disturbances during this 
evening's presentation that might distract the performance. 
We thank you for your cooperation. 
UNIVERSITY THEATRE PRODUCTION STAFF 
Business Manager .................................... Don Lacasse 
Costume Shop Supervisor ............................... Jan Walter 
Scene Shop Supervisor ................................ Dennis Mays 
COSTUME SHOP 
Graduate Assistants-Marshall Anderson, Ruth Howell, Jeff Kinard, 
Norma West 
Undergraduate TA-Anna Welcome 
Undergraduate Assistants-Julie Fishman, Lisa Hyncik, Kari Beth Rust, 
Linda Schlesinger, Ann Schluter 
SCENE SHOP 
Graduate Assistants-Randle Farris, Lynda Kwallek, Patty Moran, Gary 
Olsen, Malissa White 
Undergraduate Assistants-John Croissant and James Schafman 
Prop Room-Ginger Scott 
Sound-Joseph A. West 
MANAGEMENT AREA 
Box Office Manager-Thom Miller 
Marketing Director-Megan Peterson 
Allen Theatre Coordinator-Mark Greenleaf 
Assistant Box Office Manager-Mary Hager 
Special Projects Coordinator-Robert C. Roarty 
University Theatre Photographer-Brad Miller 
University Theatre House Manager-Jeff Rodgers 
Management Assistants-Laurie Barrick, Jeanne Lee, Jane Sonnenberg 
All Production areas are assisted by numerous practicum students. 
DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE FACULTY AND STAFF 
FACULTY Chairperson: Alvin Goldfarb 
Edward A. Andreasen, Jeffrey Entwistle, Kathe Geist, Douglas Harris, John 
W. Kirk, Don Lacasse, Ralph L. Lane, Ron Mottram, Calvin Lee Pritner, 
Pamela Ritch, J. William Ruyle, Jean Scharfenberg, John Sipes, Patricia 
Snoyer, Frank C. Vybiral, Ronald Wainscott, Jerry Walker, Dan L. Wilhelm 
CIVIL SERVICE STAFF 
Dennis Mays, June Mays, Patricia Neef, Wilma Pforr, Jan Walter 
_____ coming Soon ____ _ 
Allen Theatre 
THE MAIDS 
by Jean Genet 
AND 
THE DEATH OF BESSIE SMITH 
by Edward Albee 
Dec. 2-7 at 8:00 pm 
Dec. 3 at 2:00 and 8:00 pm 
Westhoff 
Theatre 
HEDDA GABLER 
by Henrik Ibsen 
Feb. 23-26, 28-Mar. 1 
8:00 pm 
Allen 
Theatre 
SORROWS OF 
STEPHEN 
by Peter Parnell 
Mar. 16-22 at 8:00 pm 
Mar. 17 at 2 & 8 pm 
Special thanks to: . 
Andy Andreasen 
John Croissant 
Ramy Farris 
Mary Hager 
Chris Heffernan 
Lyrrla Kwallek 
Dennis Mays 
Patty M:)ran 
Michael Rosendahl 
J. W. Ruyle 
Phyllis Schuringa 
Dan Walczyk 
Malissa White 
arrl a Very Special Thanks to: 
SCENIC ARTIST - GARY OLSEN 
